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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 



there is no tendency now to reverse this well known policy so 
far as organic relationships are concerned, there is a pronounced 
tendency toward a spiritual unity which may express itself in a 
common denominational policy and program. This policy and 
program were outlined tentatively at the annual meeting of the 
National Council. The office of the Council of Church Boards of 
Education contributed much material to the study of this ques- 
tion and made numerous recommendations. 

Dr. Edward Dwight Eaton, Secretary ad interim of the 
National Council made an interesting exposition of the "New 
Program of Education" in the May 19 issue of the Congre- 
gationalism A few extracts will give the trend of his argument. 
"As a denomination we appear to have fallen into easy- 
going ways regarding Christian education. ' ' 

"It is fully time for a new attitude and a concerted pro- 
gram in education. ' ' 

"Other leading denominations, Methodists, Baptists, Pres- 
byterians, are showing themselves keenly alive to the present 
crisis and are preparing to foster the colleges with a generosity 
and comprehensive planning which they have not shown before. 
We may well be stimulated by their example." 

"They (the colleges) must be equipped to command com- 
plete respect Avhere the highest educational standards are 
applied and must have worthy share in the educational future 
of highly developed states. ' ' 

It is evident the Congregationalists are not expecting to 
abdicate their educational leadership. The pronouncements 
of the Commission are likely to become epochal in the progress 
of Christian education. 



THE COLLEGES UNDER FIRE 

Considerable friendly criticism of the colleges has followed 
in the wake of the circulation of Mr. Edison's now famous 
questions. An excellent summing up of the situation is found 
in the observations of President Charles A. Richmond, of Union 
College, made at a recent Union Alumni Luncheon. 

"Insofar as it means that a college graduate ought to have 
an inquiring mind and that some have not, it is a charge which 
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we shall neither attempt to palliate or deny. If it means that a 
college education is a failure unless it enables a man to answer 
off-hand any hundred questions which an electrical expert can 
ask — well, I give Mr. Edison credit for a sense of humor. I 
fancy he has more than once chuckled to himself over the 
academic windstorm which his little crooked interrogation points 
have stirred up. 

"The curious thing is that, after all these exposures of the 
stupidity and the inefficiency of the colleges silly fathers are 
still sending their boys in hoardes to travel down these blind 
academic alleys that end in futility and failure. 

"And there is another curious thing. Never in the history 
of the world has there been anything approaching the golden 
flood of contributions that have been pouring into the treasuries 
of the colleges and universities in the last decade. Either the 
colleges are not as useless as our critics say they are or else we 
shall have to apply to these amiable gentlemen who are support- 
ing us so liberally the old adage, 'A fool and his money are soon 
parted. ' 

"This country will never forget the service of the colleges 
in the war. All the millions of uneducated men making up the 
armies we were organizing and sending to the front would have 
been of no more use than so many grasshoppers if they had not 
had educated men to organize them, to think for them, and plan 
for them, to lead them, and to furnish them with weapons and 
equipment and ammunition and supplies to carry on the war. 
And it was the college men who did this. It was the engineers, 
the chemists, the experts in every branch of science and of art, 
men who had learned not only to know, but to think and to plan 
and to organize and to lead. 

"As a result of this the colleges have a place in the affec- 
tions and in the confidence of the people in this country higher 
and stronger than ever before. The American people, rich and 
poor, are determined to stand by the colleges. And this is no 
mere matter of sentiment. It is because they know now, as they 
never knew before, that this country cannot get along without 
them. 

"It is not merely that the college can supply useful knowl- 
edge; college faculties have not been spending their time trying 
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to turn boys into perambulating cold storage plants for the carry- 
ing round of a stock of unrelated facts. A man doesn't have to 
know everything. You wouldn't ask Jack Dempsey to explain 
Einstein's Theory of Relativity and you wouldn't ask the Pope 
to recite the ' Westminster Shorter Catechism. ' ' ' 



LIFE COMMITMENTS OF COLLEGE SENIORS 

In view of the great interest which was aroused throughout 
the country by the announcement in the press that in the senior 
class of one hundred students at Amherst, one student only had 
expressed his intention to enter the Christian ministry and the 
observation made by a leading church paper that the record of 
Amherst was about as good as that of any of the colleges during 
recent years, the Council of Church Boards of Education asked 
two hundred and eight representative institutions to report upon 
the vocational distribution of their seniors under the four heads 
of candidates for the Ministry, for missionary work, for Asso- 
ciation work and for social service, including religious education 
and other lines of church work. The tabulated results are here 
given with the hope that the result may be stimulating. 

Some institutions left the inquiry unanswered, others advised 
that they knew of no students interested in any one of the four 
lines suggested and still others replied that information of this 
kind was not available. The list presented is partial not only 
in the number of colleges represented but also in some cases in 
that the canvass of students in institutions reporting had not 
been completed when the report was made. It is believed, how- 
ever, that the publication of the list as here presented may serve 
to emphasize the desirability of more systematic work by colleges 
in the field of vocational guidance. 

As will be observed, reports are given from 87 colleges, 
representing no less than 26 states of the Union, from which it 
appears that at least 463 commitments to the ministry have been 
announced, 295 to missionary work, 52 to Association work, and 
153 to social service and other lines. 

Of course, from the publication of this list of candidates for 
certain types of professional religious work it must not be in- 
ferred that this is considered a complete test of the religious life 



